Management of the patient with generalized peritonitis.
Peritonitis is a serious disease requiring aggressive therapy in the hope of effecting a cure. Stabilization of the patient's condition is important; immediate fluid therapy and systemic antibiotics are essential. Surgery is indicated, not only to locate and correct the causative lesion, but to mechanically cleanse the peritoneal cavity by debridement and copious irrigation. Establishment of drainage is also necessary. The drainage method chosen is dictated by the source and the extent of peritoneal contamination, the patient's condition, and the experience of the surgeon.